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BACKGROUND -~ GREEK ZLECTORAL SYSTEM

I. Anomaly of 163 ,éiz of fesa&-blj/ 300 seats being won with mmkyx 46%F of

popular vote stems from new Greek electoral law, specially passed
kx in Dec '55 to cover latest election,
A. Previous law (which worked on & "plurality takes all" basis)

gave Papagos' Rally 239 out of 300 seats with 4L9% of popular votex('52).
(OEehxE 17 wh AFrIENT

B. Pregént law was framed lon-theory that nobody could repeat
: ._'«-..-v‘

(s 3 s that fails to __j
C. Law airr'i;of at penalizing small splinters (any party/ﬂxﬂingmmm“‘""’"”’”‘

this performancef R
poll at least 15% of national vote is out), but rewarding
coalitions (groups of parties, working together, need only poll

25% of national vote to achieve representation .
P
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IT. Mechanics of law voivedivision - ¢f Greece's L1 electoral districts
L Tottewins ) 7EN ) elect
ifi’r?b".(fé'ur groups: the districts that/refoom between 1 and 3 deputies;
Y

v SYXTEE i L:l EVE l_‘i} \\ Frei? /,-
the 16 districts that elect L to 6; the 1Y that elect 7 to 9; and the —

VAEY:
Romx urban areas (Athens, Salonika, Larissa and“B$%paéjjthat elect
11 or more deputies.
A. In the 1 to 3 deputy districts, plurality winner gets all seats,
B. In the 4 to 6 deputy districts, plurality winner gets all seats
but one, which is awarded to second-place winner (providing this
second-place partyfor coalitioé)has made its quota of 15%g;r 25%7
W of both district and national vote), )
Z . / F Queta lor 1idre, SEAT Feves s 72 P et e cr s e aE A D
C. In the 7% to 9 deputy districts, plurality winner gets all seats
but two, both of which go to second runner (assuming quota made),
however,

D. In the four urban districts,/seats go by direct proportional
rear

representation(again assuming that/xhiorde xamotx frmockhspkagex

runners have made their national and local quotas),
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only poll 25% ot national votn to

achiete representation)
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5 n.« “Mechanics of ln divide Greece’s a :

chctoral dutricu into follovin;

tonr ¢raupd' ‘the’ ton dlstrictn that

| “elect betveen 1 and 3 d‘oputioi‘ the’
“fVﬂfliztocn diutrictl thut olect 4 to 8' the 1
& f'f-_fczﬁmn that clcct 7 to 9; uw the four
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'{,;;7 In the 1 to 3 depnty diltrictl.
\ "L;;pinrality winner got- Ill seats.
CoE In the 4 to 6 deputy districts,
. #1urality vinner ¢ots all -outl’hnt ;‘
on', 'hlch is awarded to»nocosd
191acvﬂwtnncr (providing thiu socond- R
p!aco purty /Ui cculitioi?’hﬁt undo _é&
 $tl nota of 18% /" 29‘7‘of both g
- faictrict and national votq).

If quota not -ade, ctat rcverts

to plurality vinner.
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